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Hacking Secret Ciphers with Python not only teaches you how to write in secret ciphers with paper

and pencil. This book teaches you how to write your own cipher programs and also the hacking

programs that can break the encrypted messages from these ciphers. Unfortunately, the programs

in this book wonâ€™t get the reader in trouble with the law (or rather, fortunately) but it is a guide on

the basics of both cryptography and the Python programming language. Instead of presenting a dull

laundry list of concepts, this book provides the source code to several fun programming projects for

adults and young adults.
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This is an excellent Python book that teaches the language through fascinating cryptographic

algorithms. First about the organization of the book. Very pleasing typeset and nice font size. Code

is written inside boxes. The layout and author's style make it an excellent read. The book is

accompanies with the author's website where all programs are available for download, though

author rightfully asks readers to type in the program themselves. There is even a 'diff' program that

author provides in his website which compares readers's program to one on the book, thereby



facilitating faster troubleshooting. The book has 24 chapters. Most chapters have a quote that is

very relevant from security point of view.The first chapter gets the reader introduced into

cryptography. I asked my 10 yr old daughter to follow along on few chapters. She got fascinated by

the hands on exercises in the first chapter (Author asks for the cipher wheel to be photocopied and

cut to make paper ciphers). Kids will have great fun with coded messages while introducing to

crypto concepts. Next few chapters gets a reader to install Python (version 3) in Windows, Linux or

MAC. For a novice, the instructions and screenshots are sure to help. The shell, string functions,

writing programs and executing them should become easy once reader goes through first 5

chapters. There are exercises in the book's website which are essential to master the concepts. All

programming language constructs are tied together in the chapter 6 where Caesar cipher is

implemented.It is really interesting to learn Python through one domain area. The reader masters

both Python and Crypto concepts. Author shows how Caesar cipher can be hacked easily and then

explains and then implements a transposition cipher.
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